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If you wish to communicate information to the wider kinder community via the newsletter, please e-mail Melissa McGrath (Vice President) on melissamcgrath2@bigpond.com or place a message in Samuel McGrath’s pocket (Gumnuts) or call me on 04044488204.  

Presidents Report                               
Dear Parents,

Welcome to our first newsletter of the year. It’s a bit late we know but as you can imagine we have had a very busy start to the year. The purpose of our newsletter is to provide parents with important information regarding the Pre School and we trust you will find it to be a very useful communication tool. 

Also, welcome to our new families and to those that have been with us before. We know that you and your family will have a very enjoyable year. 

For those of you that are new to the Pre School, our committee is made up of a group of parent volunteers who all play an important role in assisting the kinder to operate effectively. Our meetings are held on the first Tuesday of every month (except during school holidays) and parents are always welcome to come along and observe what goes on. 

The year has not started as it usually does, as we have certainly been operating in very unfamiliar times but hopefully things will start to settle down now. I would like to say a massive thank you to our wonderful staff that have done an amazing job of keeping kinder as normal as possible for our children and for supporting parents as well. We really are so lucky to have such caring and talented staff. I also want to say a big thank you to all our committee members who have worked really hard during these difficult times and to all the parents who have offered support to our staff and children, your kindness has been very much appreciated. 

Our fundraising committee has been busy organising the Easter brunch; it’s a really enjoyable morning and a great chance to catch up with other kinder parents.  Any help with setting up would be greatly appreciated. 

It’s hard to believe that the term is almost over, I really would like to say thank you to every one for being so patient and understanding during our unprecedented closures. Our main priority is always to keep our children safe. I hope that your children continue to enjoy what is left of the term and that you all have a relaxing and safe Easter break.

I am always available if you have any concerns or queries, you can contact me via e mail paigegrace@netspace.net.au, via telephone 0419 507 553 or via Katelyn’s pocket (Gumnuts). 

Yasmin
Gumnut Report 
The children are settling in fantastically and are hard at play. A few of the children are still a little anxious, asking when mummy is coming back as they are feeling  the slightly longer sessions and we have had a very interrupted start to our year with 3 sessions cancelled due to the horrendous bush-fires in the area. Thankfully the days were not as extreme for our area as had been forecast. I was very relieved with the decisions to close schools, childcare, pre-schools etc, as you all know my thoughts about the lack of fire-readiness of all these community buildings and the safety of our children and staff. Obviously the Council is very aware of the situation and is now sending independent fire auditors out to Pre-schools etc to assess the safety of their community facilities. 

With our very special, traditional Easter brunch fast approaching I introduced the Birdie/chicken dance last session and will have a run through over the next couple of sessions. Most of the children joined in the fun, which is great for this stage of the year. We have already started celebrating some 4 year old birthdays with 4 children already 4 and another 6 children turning 4 by the end of April.

A very special thank you to Di Cross who has been such a wonderful relieving Assistant for us.  Diane has other commitments towards the end of Term and I do appreciate all that she has done for us with making time for us and helping us out. The children will no doubt miss her gentle presence and assistance.

We attended Joe's funeral last Wednesday, which was a celebration of a wonderful life - he will be sadly missed by his family and the many who were his friends and acquaintances in his work and community.

I saw Dini again on Saturday and passed on your thoughts and the many cards and letters etc that had been left on my desk for her. I bought a very special native orchid which I have given to her on behalf of the kinder Committee, families, children and staff from an Eltham grower of native orchids. It flowers in the spring with beautiful perfumed white flowers.                      
Carlene Youl.
Wattle and Waratah Report

Following the tragic bushfires the children‘s play continues to represent what they have seen and heard. There have been paintings/drawings representing the fires, houses destroyed, etc. There has been lots of play imitating fire trucks, helicopters, road blocks, phone calls to loved ones, etc. We have continued to encourage expression of the children’s feelings and talking about what they have seen/heard, and how some things have changed and are now different. 
We have had a lot of support from DEECD (Dept Education and Early Childhood Development) – who have provided us with two psychologists to assist staff with their own grief and also how to best help the families and children.  We have had extra staff during sessions to assist with tasks which we were unable to be completed during the past month.

An important reminder to everyone that we have several children attending our kinder that have severe, possibly life threatening allergies to nuts. Please be very vigilant in checking all food that enters the kinder, as well as ensuring hands/faces are washed before each kinder session.

This week we have begun to focus on Easter and we are preparing for the Easter Brunch.

Hope to see you all there!

Jenice, Carole and Roz.

Fruit Duty
Please remember to fill in the fruit duty roster!!! It’s a great way to spend some time with your child, see what goes on in their kinder time and see how they interact with others in a learning environment! It also allows the teachers more time with your children, your help is much appreciated.
Social/Fundraising

 Easter Brunch 29th March

It’s almost time for our Annual Easter Brunch. Sunday 29th March 10am-12pm, don’t forget to RSVP and pay your $15. 

There will be no facility to pay on the day, and we need your RSVP to ensure we cater correctly.
We are also after helpers to set up and also help with hair spraying on the day; if you can give us a hand please put your name on the notice board. You may or may not have noticed the clothing rack outside the kinder. 

All clothing on the rack is for sale, only $2 per item. Please place money in the tin on the rack.
Clothes Rack

If you want to de clutter your child wardrobe, please hang your clothes on the hangers provided, and wait for the bargain hunters.

The money raised will go to much needed equipment for our kinder. 
Ritchies

Ritchie’s Community Benefit cards are hanging on the notice board. Just grab one and start shopping.

Present your Ritchie’s card, which is already programmed to donate to Hurstbridge Pre School and 1% of your total will be donated to the kinder. Also they have weekly specials for CB cardholders.
Bakers Delight  

Buy a loaf of bread at Bakers Delight Diamond Creek, mention Hurstbridge Pre School, they will swipe our special card and donate 10cents per loaf back to the kinder. 

Set up Day Picnic.

The first day of the term is what the kinder call ‘Set up Day’.

Most children (and Parents) are keen to get back to kinder after the holidays. 

The kinder is closed so that the teachers have a chance to get things organised for the term.

We would like to invite you to a picnic in the park behind the kinder.  It will start at 12.00pm and for a gold coin donation we will have hot chips delivered, and/or you can BYO Picnic. Please BYO Drinks and Chairs etc. 

It will be a great chance to catch up after the holidays and let the kids have some playtime with their friends.  

Please put it in your diaries (Monday 20th April) we look forward to seeing you there.

Don’t forget to check the website for important dates and all the forms that we send out will be up on the website, just in case you misplace them.
Maintenance Report
Don’t forget the dates for our working bees:

Saturday the 21st of March

Sunday the 3rd of May

Sunday the 2nd of August and

Sunday the 18th of October.

Remember that you will get back $80.00 of your $100.00 maintenance levy fee for attending just one working bee. The money will be refunded to you in term 4, just in time for Christmas!
Find us on the Web!
A quick thank you to all the ladies who have volunteered to be on the fundraising committee, we have some great events planned for 2009. Website

Website – www.hurstbridgepreschool.com.au.   Be sure to check the website regularly for updates.  If you happen to have misplaced any forms you should be able to download and find them all online.  For any new contributions to the website please let me know!
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 Are you looking for the Easter Brunch form to return?  Do you want to know what is happening at the kinder this week/month?  Have you looked at the website recently?  
You can find all you are looking for on the website.  All forms, newsletters along with a full calendar of events are all available online.  We encourage you to use it.
Business Advertising
Business Advertising – as always, please support the businesses that support us.  Click on the www.hurstbridgepreschool.com.au/sponsors page for our full listing of current sponsors.

$55 annual advertising for pre-school families.  Would you like to advertise your business?  For only $55 (+$25 set up fee) current pre-school families can advertise their business.  Forms can be downloaded online at www.hurstbridgepreschool.com.au or email rebecca@mrchocolate.com.au
Clothing Rack
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DATES TO REMEMBER.......


EASTER BRUNCH SUNDAY THE 29TH OF MARCH


SET UP PICNIC DAY MONDAY THE 20TH OF APRIL


WORKING BEES SAT 21ST MARCH, SUN 3RD OF MAY, SUN 2ND OF AUGUST AND SUN 18TH OF OCTOBER.
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